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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2630

State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Kenney, Cox, Kessler, Priest, Conway, Hunter, Buri,
Fromhold, Sells, Gant, Onsby, Qall, Haigh, Cdenents, Roberts,
Upt hegrove, MDernott, Hasegawa, Santos, Flannigan, Appleton, Rodne
C i bborn, Sinpson, Linville, Kagi, D ckerson, P. Sullivan, Mrrell,
Moel l er, Ericks and Kil ner)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Rel ating to postsecondary education, including creating the
opportunity grant program adding new sections to chapter 28B.50 RCW
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Increasing Wshington's economc conpetitiveness requires
i ncreasing the supply of skilled workers in the state; and

(2) Inproving the |abor market conpetitiveness of all Washington
residents requires that all residents have access to postsecondary
educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The college board and a nonprofit organization that has been
established to address work force devel opnent issues by a recognized
statewi de organization of enployers representing a mgjority of
enployers in the state shall, in consultation wth the work force
training and education coordinating board, a statewide |abor
organi zation, and a statew de high-technol ogy organi zati on:
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(a) ldentify high demand occupati ons, which are occupati ons where
enpl oyer demand for workers exceeds the supply of qualified job
appl i cants;

(b) Convene or use existing industry groups, such as industry skill
panels or other industry or occupational entities, to identify the
skill sets that workers need in the high demand occupati ons;

(c) Develop and identify credentials and credit-bearing curriculum
recogni zed by postsecondary institutions and enployers statew de and
that are based on the attainment of the skill sets needed in
occupations in high demand sectors;

(d) Market the credentials or certificates and credit-bearing
curriculum to potential students and enployers as a way for themto
advance in their careers; and

(e) Gain recognition of the credentials or certificates and credit-
bearing curriculum by enpl oyers.

(2) In carrying out the functions of this section, the college
board shall give priority to high demand occupations in industry
sectors inportant to the economc growh of the state.

(3) The college board may, in inplenenting this section, accept,
use, and dispose of contributions of noney, services, and property.
All noneys received by the college board for the purposes of this
section nust be deposited in a depository approved by the state
treasurer. D sbursenments of such funds shall be on authorization of
the college board or a duly authorized representative thereof. I n
order to maintain an effective expenditure and revenue control, such
funds are subject in all respects to chapter 43.88 RCW but no
appropriation is required to permt expenditure of such funds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28B. 50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The college board shall develop and inplenment a work force
educati on program known as the opportunity grant program to provide
funding for |lowincone students enrolled in the program including but
not limted to funding tuition, books, and fees. The col |l ege board
nmust :

(a) Begin devel oping the programno |ater than March 15, 2006, with
student enrollnent to begin no later than January 1, 2007; and
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(b) Submt a progress report to the legislature by January 15,
2008.

(2) The college board may, in inplenenting the opportunity grant
program accept, use, and dispose of contributions of noney, services,
and property. Al noneys received by the college board for the program
must be deposited in a depository approved by the state treasurer.
D sbursenments of such funds shall be on authorization of the college
board or a duly authorized representative thereof. In order to
mai ntain an effective expenditure and revenue control, such funds are
subject in all respects to chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is
required to permt expenditure of such funds.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Subject to approval of the board, the
Washi ngton state institute for public policy shall conduct a study to
i ncl ude:

(a) A review of and recomendations for consolidating and
sinplifying the delivery of state-funded and federally funded work
force education progranms and work force education aid offered to
students in this state, with a goal of achieving easier access to
post secondary education for students;

(b) A description of barriers that exist to conbining work force
education prograns and work force education aid, such as state or
federal statutes, rules, or regulations, and the relief that may be
avai l abl e through federal waivers;

(c) An estimate of the funding gap between available work force
education aid and the financial needs of students living in this state;

(d) A description of barriers to access to and conpletion of work
force education prograns in this state; and

(e) Recommendations for increasing participation and conpletion
rates for work force education prograns.

(2) The Washington state institute for public policy nust submt
its report on the study to the |egislature by Novenber 15, 2006, and
must coordinate its study and research with the Washi ngton Learns study
of postsecondary educati on.

(3) The Washington state institute for public policy may, in
carrying out this study, accept, use, and dispose of contributions of
noney, services, and property. Al noneys received by the institute
for the study nust be deposited in a depository approved by the state
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treasurer. D sbursements of such funds shall be on authorization of
the institute or a duly authorized representative thereof. In order to
mai ntain an effective expenditure and revenue control, such funds are
subject in all respects to chapter 43.88 RCW but no appropriation is
required to permt expenditure of such funds.

(4) For purposes of this section:

(a) "Financial needs" includes but is not |limted to tuition,
books, fees, tools, living expenses, and child care expenses.

(b) "Wbrk force education aid" neans financial aid, funded from
state or federal sources, provided to students enrolled in work force
educati on prograns.

(c) "Wbrk force education prograns” neans education and skills
training, including vocational education, apprenticeships, adult basic
education linked to vocational education, work force education under
RCW 28C. 18. 010, work force training provided under chapter 74.08A RCW
and any other related work force training program

(5) This section expires Decenber 31, 2006.

~-- END ---
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